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Editorial 

Dear Readers, 

2010 was a year full of great opportuni-
ties and challenges. The textiles market 
continues to move at incredible speed 
and with tremendous dynamism. The 
investment climate is extremely positive 
and there is a strong demand for inno-
vative products and services. Following 
the financial crisis, many companies – 
and not only those in China and India – 
are systematically preparing themselves 
for growth and renewal, with future 
trends focusing on quality and sustain-
ability. 

And Oerlikon Barmag has also diversi-
fied its portfolio: as a provider of solu-
tions along the entire value added chain, 
we have meanwhile also established 
ourselves in the polycondensation sys-
tems sector. In-house polycondensa-
tion production capabilities allow the 
yarn manufacturer to have a direct influ-
ence on its yarn quality – something that 
not only major corporations are increas-
ingly focusing on. 

We hope you enjoy reading the final edi-
tion of Fibers & Filaments for this year 
and wish you a great start to an un-
doubtedly equally exciting 2011. 

With best regards,  

 

Stefan Kroß 
Head of Oerlikon Barmag
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At the same time, the demands on pro-
duction efficiency and the quality of the 
end product are also increasing. Par-
ticularly special yarns and niche prod-
ucts require even, and the best-possi-
ble, physical textile properties. This can 
only be achieved by using optimum raw 
materials and processing these using 
state-of-the-art equipment.

Some yarn manufacturers have 
opted for reverse integration to secure 
increased efficiency through independ-
ence from the prices and the delivery 
times of polymer suppliers. In-house 
production of polymers also ensures an 
– for the end-product – optimum com-
bination of the required polymer compo-
nents, allowing yarn producers to have 
greater control over the quality of its end 
product and ruling out quality fluctua-
tions caused by processing polymers 
supplied by different manufacturers.

One yarn-manufacturing company 
that has opted for in-house polymer 
production is Wellknown Polyesters Ltd. 
(Mumbai/India). Since being founded in 
1989, Wellknown Polyesters Ltd. has 
been collaborating closely with Oerlikon 
Barmag. To this end, the Remscheid-
based company has supplied Well-
known’s first texturing machines, later 
POY and FDY spinning machines and 
finally installed the very first WINGS 
system for POY in 2008 at Wellknown 
Polyesters Ltd. Today, the company is 
India’s largest FDY manufacturer. 

The long-standing partnership be-
tween the two companies was ulti-
mately the trigger for Wellknown’s de-
cision to invest in a poly-condensation 
system. Since late 2009, Wellknown 

„Total control over entire process 
chain helps to further improve quality” 
A constantly rising population and growing prosperity particularly in the Asian world 
has resulted in a continual increase in global demand for textile products. Statistically, 
every man, woman and child on the planet consumed 12.4 kg of textile products in 
2009. As a result of limited natural fiber resources, the demand for manmade fibers 
is constantly rising.

Polyesters Ltd. has been manufactur-
ing first-class PES granulate for its own 
yarn production using state-of-the-art 
Oerlikon Barmag spinning systems. 
Anil Gupta, founder and CEO of Well-
known Polyesters Ltd., talked to Fibers 
& Filaments about strategies, visions 
and values.

? Mr. Gupta, you have been a suc-
cessful player in the yarn business 
since 1989. You have established your-
self more in the specialty market. This 
means that you do not produce goods 
in large quantities. Where did you get 
the idea for reverse integration and the 
installation of a poly-condensation sys-
tem from? Is it worthwhile? 
! Wellknown is most active company 
within the high-quality premium segment. 
The main objective of the company was 
to strengthen its position in the specialty 
segment. The poly-condensation unit 
emerged from the company’s objective to 
have total control over the entire process 
chain. The company is now excellently 
positioned to compete with its interna-
tional peers, where the quality standards 
are very high. The latest technology from 
the largest textile machinery manufac-
turer Oerlikon Barmag has facilitated us 
in achieving the distinction of being one 
of the most valued companies. 
A shortage of good quality products and 
processes also compelled the company 
to go for reverse integration and hence 
we feel it was absolutely necessary for 
us to purchase and install the poly-con-
densation unit. Apart from this, it was 
necessary to be competitive within the 
export segment.

? You manufacture the polyester chips 
not just for your own use. You sell the 
rest on the Indian market. How do you 
evaluate the success of your chips? 
! Chips are primarily manufactured only 
for captive consumption. However, the 
company did sell some quantities dur-
ing the initial stage due to some time 
lag for start-up of our forward capacity 
and also to test market the quality of the 
chips. After establishing the fact that 
the chips produced by the company are 
second to none, we restricted the sale 
of chips to strategic and R&D purposes.

? You were one of the very first com-
panies to invest in the new WINGS 
technology. Now, you are the first yarn 
manufacturer to purchase an Oerlikon 
Barmag poly-condensation system. 
Would you personally describe yourself 
as a risk-taking person? 
! Based on our knowledge of the in-
dustry and the faith in Barmag technol-
ogy, it was not a difficult decision. Being 
the first company to invest in the new 
WINGS technology underlined our com-
mitment to remain the most advanced 
and premium-quality manufacturer of 
yarn. Yes, it was a calculated risk, but 
Wellknown is renowned for always pio-
neering new and innovative ways in the 
production process to provide superior 
output. 

? What has changed for you – as a yarn 
manufacturer and entrepreneur – with 
the installation of your own poly-con-
densation system? If you were to ap-
proach the project again, what would 
you do differently? What advice would 
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you give yarn manufacturers planning to 
install a poly-condensation system? 
! Wellknown operates in the niche seg-
ment; the poly-condensation project was 
vital to have total control over the entire 
production process chain so as to fur-
ther improve quality. During this project, 
we gathered extensive experience and 
this experience will help us plan our next 
expansion in a much more professional 
manner. Advice to other manufacturers 
would be that they should aim for the 
very best technology and processes. 

? What is important to you when choos-
ing suppliers? Why have you chosen 
Oerlikon Barmag as a vendor? 

! The supplier should have an excel-
lent reputation, be well-established and 
be focused in the field and should be 
continuously innovative. They should 
be a willing long-term partner and be 
honestly involved in aftersales support. 
Our philosophy is that – in these types 
of major and technologically-intensive 
projects – the supplier or vendor has to 
work with you as a partner. Apart from 
the other qualities, it is important that 
the supplier is able to work as a partner 
with us throughout our development. 
Oerlikon Barmag possessed all the 
above qualities and it was therefore not 
a difficult decision to choose Oerlikon 
Barmag as a partner. 

? Mr. Gupta, you founded Wellknown 
in 1989. What makes you particularly 
proud? And where do you see yourself 
in 5 years? 
! We were committed to the values of 
premium-quality manufacturers and have  
continued to do so to this very day. The 
Wellknown name is synonymous with 
premium quality and this recognition 
within the international market continues  
to make us proud. We are working to-
wards becoming a company of substance  
with a huge presence in international 
premium and innovative products. We 
aim to be among the top 5 players in the 
international arena in the niche segment. 
The interview was conducted by Atul 
Vaidya.

Anil Gupta, founder and CEO of Wellknown Polyester Ltd., is the owner of Oerlikon Barmag’s first polycondensation plant.
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